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early in the war, it was recognized as a belligerent by Great Britain and other European governments. At the close of the war, therefore, the Confederate States were thoroughly exhausted, and with the surrender of General Lee the government immediately collapsed. See SECESSION, CIVIL WAR, and UNITED STATES, and consult Jefferson Davis, Rise and Fall of the Confederate Government; A. H. Stephens, Constitutional View of the War between the States; Pollard, The Lost Cause, and Life of Jefferson Dans and the Secret History of the Confederacy (1869); Schwab, The Confederate States of America (1901), essentially an economic history; Callahan, Diplomatic History of the Southern Confederacy (1901); Curry, The Civil History of the Government of the Confederate States (1901); Richardson (ed.), Messages and Papers of the Confederacy (1905); and Rhodes, History of the United States from the Compromise of 1850 (1893-), especially vol. v.

Confederate Veterans, United Sons of. An organization formed in 1896 in Richmond, Va., with objects similar to those of the United Confederate Veterans. Male descendants of Confederate veterans only are eligible for membership.

Confederate Veterans, United. An association organized in New Orleans in 1889 to unite all associations of Confederate veterans, soldiers, and sailors, to gather authentic historical data of the war, to preserve records and relics, to aid widows and dependents, the disabled and the needy, and to cherish the ties of friendship.

Confederation, strictly used, implies the loosest form of bond or union into which communities, large or small, enter for the purpose of forming one state, the individual communities retaining the largest possible measure of sovereignty. The United States has gradually evolved from a loose confederation to a strong union, where the central government has extensive powers of direct control over the individual citizens of the component states.

Confederation, Articles of. See Articles of Confederation.

Confederation of the Rhine, an alliance of smaller German states, formed, under the instigation and protection of Napoleon, after the supremacy of Austria in the German world had been destroyed by him in 1805. The armies of the confederation served in Napoleon's campaigns; but the disasters of the Russian war, and the sudden growth of German national feeling, caused the break-up of

the  confederation, which lasted from  1806 till 1813.

Conference is an assembly of delegates from a number of states for the purpose of deliberation regarding questions of common interest. As its name implies, its functions are deliberative rather than executive; but the distinction between a conference and a congress which is executive in character is not easily drawn or always observed. Thus the peace conference at The Hague was nominally deliberative only, but public opinion has in some degree changed its resolutions into executive degrees. The name is also applied in a general way to representative assemblies: for example, the supreme synod of the various Methodist churches is called a Conference.

Conferva, a genus of green alga?, having the thallus many-celled, thread-like, and un-branched. These plants are common in ponds and ditches, attached to other aquatic vegetation, submerged stones, wood, etc., and often occur on the shells of fresh-water molluscs.

Confessio, Confession, Confessional, or Confessionary, the tomb of a saint or martyr. The name originated in early Christian times, when the relics of those who died for the faith were regarded by their fellow-Christians with deep and reverential affection. The belief in a certain efficacy in the touch or presence of relics was widely entertained. A confessio is the grave over which an altar was erected, the chamber in which it stood, or a niche in the body of an altar for the purpose of containing relics; later, the entire building erected over' such a grave, with all that it contained, was called a confessionary or confessio.

Confession, in religious usage, commonly means a declaration of sins to a priest to obtain absolution. Public or open confession before the entire congregation was a practice of the early church. Private confession probably originated in the monasteries and spread thence to the laity gradually and not without opposition. When it had become a general custom the fourth Lateran Council (1215) made it a law of the church by enacting that every mature Christian should confess at least once in each year to a properly approved priest. The Council of Trent declared the three 'acts oi the penitent' which constitute the sacrament of penance to be contrition, confession, and satisfaction. Confession is included in the ritual of the Greek and other Oriental churches, The Reformers abolished its compulsory character and in general it may be said that private confession has no place in Protestantism. The